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"THE LIFE AND LEGENDS OF ST.PATRICK"

March is filled with impor-
tent events of dwistian faith
this yesr. Elsewhere in this
newspaper, yor atteriom is
directed to mery of the special
happenings of Holy Week and
Easter. Although it doesn’t
dten fall during Holy Week,
this year St. Patrick’s Day is the
Monday thereof, March 17th.
Being of at least partially Trich
heritage and having recently (2
% years ago) explored the
Hrerald Isle, I thought T would
share with you sore of the
fats and stories associated
with Ireland’s most famous
Christian, St. Ratrddk.

Patrick wes bom in Britain
in the year 387 A.D. His real
name was Maewyn Succat.
When he was 16, he was cap-
tured by pagan Irich raiders
arﬂsold:rﬂ:oslaverytoad’uef-
@in named Meliuc in Antrim,
Trelard. He spait his later teen
and young adult years as a
shepherd tending to his mas-
ter's dhesp. Durirng this time,
his belief in God awakened and
grew strong. He would pray
meny times daily and experi-
enced many divine visions.
After six yesrs of serving in
slavery, he had a dream that he
would fird a ship to take him to
freedom. He escaped, travel-
ing on foot about 200 miles
before he ford a ship retum-
ing to Ergland.

Patrick menaged to return
to his family and hore. But
although Patrick was bom
British, he now considered
himself TIrish because it wes in
Trelard that he truly discovered
God. Patrick entered seminary
and became a priest. He
fayed in Britain for eighteen
years. Eventually, in 432, e
retumed to Ireland, comis-
sioned by the Pope in Rore as
a missicery to the pagen Irish,
called Druids. It wes Pope
Celestine who gave him his
new name: Patrick.

He suf fered many trials as a
missiocary in Ireland. And

there are many legends which
recount miracles and megical
fidts between him and the
Druids. For example, when he
was confronted by a Druid
cieftain named Dichu, Dichu
drew his sward to kill Patrick
but could not do so because
his arm becare rigid until he
declared himself doedient to
Christ. Dichu was so over-
whelmed by the miracle that he
mede Patrick the gift of a lare
sadwll (arm). This became
the first Cwistian sanctuery in
Trelad.

The legend for which
the snakes from Ireland. Some
tales tell thet he stood an a hill
and used a wooden stdEf to
drive the smekes into the sea,
banishing them forever from
Trelad. Another legend says
that the biggest sneke resisted.
Patrick then tricked it into
entering a smwll bax and cast it
ino the s=m. It is tme et
Irelard has no snakes.

St. Patrick regularly
employed the shamrock, a
common  three-leafed clover
plant in Trelard, as a symbool to
explain the Christian concspt
of God as a "Trnity" -- Father,
Son and Holy Sprit. The word
"shamrock" comes from the
Gaelic word "seanrog." Since
the shamrock was already con-
sidered a sacred plant among
the Druids, this was a very wise
doice of entry point for
(ristian teaching by Patrick.

Over a 28-year period of
mission work, Patrick spread
the word of God throughout
Treland so effectively that
almost the entire population of
the island was cawerted to
Qmistianity. He died at Sail,
Downpatrick, Ireland, an March
17th, 461 A.D. at the age of 76.

Praise the Lord for Patrick
ad all the faithful saints of God

- including you and me!

Upiced

D iy

Hurrah

for the Continuing Ef fots and
Successes of Our Church

W ow! The peple of Fiwvst
United Methodist Church con-
tinue to amaze me. Every time
a request to help somecne is
made, you extend your hand.
When the church plans an out -
reach, you are right there tak-
ing part as much as your busy
schedule allows.

You stepped ocut and wel -
cored the Navajo youth both
into your chinch, it also into
your homes. You have also
reached into your pockets and
opened your mouths to make
the Mission/Outreach fund
raising burrito breskfast a huge
success. Almost $1000 was
raised which will ke used in the
many mission programs that
you participate in and meke
equal successes.

These projects include sev-
eral alrveady completed or in
progress this year, such as,
ane water well mission to
Guatemala, welcoming in to
our homes and church the

Navajo children, mission
movies, and on going Way
local autreach.

In the near future we are
preparing a omstruction ard
education mission to Belize,
Catral Averica. Twelve mem-
bers of our durch will e work -
ing directly an this missiom.
Mary more of you will be right
here praying for our safety ard

success in Belize.

Not lag after that six mem-
bers of our UMW will be jour-
neying to Sager Brown in
Iouisiama to work at the
UMCOR warehouse which dis-
tributes meterials to people in
need throughout the world on
behalf of Methodists fram all
over the comtry. O their last
day in ILouisiana, they are
extending their trek to New
Orleans where they will lock
into how we can set up a mis-
sim to help the hrricare vic-
tims there wo are still in grest
need of help.

Sortly after thet plans are
uderway to meke a retum visit
to the Navajos who visited us
recantly (see the article an P.4
doot this).

One of the important pur-
poses of this diwch is thet
reaching out to others--to help
them, comfort them, and lead
tham to faith. Yau do this in so
mary ways and with such a
givirg spirit thet T see the spirdit
of Christ moving through this
place in yaou.

God bless and keep each of
you as you contimue to com-
plete the missions He gives
yau. May He fill you with joy in
this wark.

Thank you,

Jan Stang, Missions Chair
and Missions/Outreach Comm.
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We are planing a family
mission trip to the Four
Comers area to visit our new
Nevajo frieds the first week in
June, 2008. The dates are not
set in stae yet, bt we are
thinking about the begiming of
Jure. This will e an essy first
mission trip far all ages,
heavy construction irwolved.
There are accomodations for
slesping and codking. It will ke

LOS ALAMOS FUMC EDITION OF THE UNITED METHODIST REPORTER
Family Mission Trp
Four Corners

a very inexpensive trip (prdoa-
bly around $50/persan for the
trip)

W e need someone to head
the nusic partion of the trdp,
sarecne to head the crafts
and games portion, and some-
ane to head the crew which
does any painting, easy cm-
struction ard clean-up.

Reserve places for you and
your family now by calling

0

You are cordially invited to a baby shower
for
ona Oarela
And
Pebbic PeSimone
March ogth
Dollowing the second service.
Please bring a dish to share.
Questions? (Contact Camille Wescott at
662-0905.

Brass Blast

(Especia[[y for Laster . . .

MARCH 7, 2008

the sound Okf a brass ensemble is most appropriate. Ohis year, the
11;:00 o'clock service will have an abundance oj' brass music, as
accompaniment for Chancel Choir and as special music during

the service.

your calendar and p[an to attend.

[ease add this occasion, March 23rd, 11:00 am to

Diedrich, founder and
leader of City-Wice
W orship and Prayer

W orship Leader:
Gloria Streit, CitWide
W orship and Prayer

W atches: (based on
the Biblical day begin-
ning at sunset and early
CGristian life of cotinel
sacrifice of praise ad
prayer)
Evening, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Midnight, 9:00 p.m. - 12:00
midnight
Breaking of the Day (cock-
crowing), 12:00 midnight-
3:00 a.m.
Morming, 3:00-6:00 a.m.

Purpose: To provide an
enviromment to respond to
Jesus’ exhortation to spend
time with Him; watch to see
vwet He is doing; listen to hear
what He is saying; and pray His
will m earth as it is in heaven.

Anticipated Activities:
Fast; worship; watch and pray;
praise; repent; seek and
enconter the Iord; hear His
word; sing; sosk; meditae; take
comunion; be refreshed and
empowered through impata-
tion, anointing, increased sen-
sitivity; follow His led; guard
ar funre, etc.

Who is Invited: Those who
want to develop a deeper rela-
tionship with Jesus so they can
help filfill His will for their lives.
(Please note: No child care
provided. )

How to Participate:

Yau are invited to join
us to "Watch and Pray¥
Pray and Watdh" (&n all- 1) watch, pray, ad fast
nidit prayer vigil leading with us the entire nidht;
into Holy Week 2008) 2) core for as layg as

yau can;

When: Friday nidht, 3) signw for a 1-tr.
March 14, 6:00 p.m. to Gatekeeper assignment
Saturday morning, near the door;

March 15, 6:00 a.m. 4) watch and pray with

Where: First United us from your hore;
Methodist Church 5) intercede for patid -
Sanctuary, 715 Diamond pats (safety and pro-
Drive, Los Alamos tedtian; ability to ke alert

Sponsor and Host: ad stay awake; sensi-
City-Wide Worship and tivity to hear wet the
Prayer Holy Spirit says; ad

Facilitator: Gil I [ power ard authority to

faithfully pray according
to His will).

Helpful Tips: 2=
before you core; take a
nap before and after the
all-night wetch; bring a
Bible, rotebok, pen, pil-
low, and blanket; dress
comfortably; tm of £ &l
phones.

Contact Info for
Questions and Gatekeeper
Sign-up: Gail Diedrich, 672-
9864 or Alice Carter, 672-3584

*Jesus said that to his disci -
ples in the garden just before
He was arrested. When He
returmned and found them
asleep, He said, "Could you not

watch ae hor?" He's still
exhorting us to "watch and
pray" with Him. (See Matt

26:36-45 and Rev 12:10-11)
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Special March Days

Birthdays: 03/13

Ruby Meaders Emma Barefield 03/19
03/05 Vidd Ridetts 03/20
Fran Ring 03/09  Charlotte McQuillan

Cleo Byers 03/10  03/21

Don Siebe 03/10  Susan Sasser

Claire Harmon 03/22

03/12 Rachel Granzow

Thomas Beery 03/23

HOLY THURSDAY 2008
PASSOVER SEDER RESERVATION
MARCH 20TH, 6 PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL OF LA-FUMC

Ios Alamos First United Methodist Church will doserve
Passover Seder, the "Last Supper" which Jesus doserved with
His disciples ard the basis for the Gristian celebration of Holy
Communion, on Holy Thursday, March 20, 2008, begirming at
6 BM in the dunch Fellowship Hall. In the Jewish tradition
Passover Seder is both a worship liturgy and a family meal in
which children, in partiailar, play very inportant roles. Pastor
Ring will attenpt to present Passover Seder in both its tradi -
tignl as well as its Messianic meanings.

If yau wauld like to take part in this carbined "potluck dirmer"
and "worship service," please meke a reservation using this
form. Everyone attending is asked to bring a mein dish and a
cdhoice of either vegetable, salad, or dessert. (Please no ham,
park or dwinp.) After filling aat the fom, plesse meke sure it
is retumed to the damch of fice. Desdlire for reservatians is
Monday moming, March 17th or the first 96 reservations
mede, whichever occurs first.

Individual or Family Name

Number of 2dults Nurer of Children

Telephone Number

E-mail

First United Methodist Church
called to:
Seek GGod,
Share Christ's Word,
Serve His World

The next edition of Visions will be dated March 21.
The deadline for articles is Wednesday, March 12.

715 Diamond Drive
Ios Alamos, NM 87544
Phone: 505-662-6277
Fax: 505-663-0089
Eeil: lafumcelafumc.org
W esite: www.lafunc.org
Pastor ~ Dr. Dave Ring
Discipleship Coordinator ~
Ann Le Page
Choir Director ~ Sarah Kelly
First Visions Editor ~ Jan Stang
Ark Child Development Center
Lorri White, Director
(505) 662-4822

United Skates
First Sessio:
3rd graders & younger
5:30 pm - 6:45 pm
Admission $2.00
Second Session:
4th graders & older
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Admission $2.50
Sunday Services & Activities
8:30 a.m. Contemporary Warship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Traditiawl Worship
W ednesday Activities
Chancel Choir 7 p.m.
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THE CHURCH PARKING LOT
Thank You, Jdm Courtright!

The congregation, along
with the 2007 Trustees, owe
Jdm Courtright a heart B8t
THANK YOU for his arranging
last fall that oxr needed park -
ing lot overlay paving was con-
tradted. Those of us who have
navigated the streets and park-
Irg It s of Ios Alamos, which

have been ravaged by the
snow ard ice of a real north-
ern New Mexico winter, are

trily grateful far a durch park -

ing lot absent the potholes and
ravines found elsewhere. Very
shartly af ter Jjaoinirng the
Trustees, John assumed
regpansibility for meking the g

repaving happen before anoth-
er winter caused even nmore

prablers.

Thank you, John!

Ben Gibson
For the 2007 Trustees

Upcoming Events (I/Iigﬁ[igﬁts

Sermon )itles
February 24 Third Sunday
in Ient Pastor Rirng s ser-
mon: Leaping in Lent
Matthew 16:21-28
March 2 Fourth Sunday in
Lent Communion Sunday
Pastor Ring s sermon:
Why All the Blood?
Hebrews 9:15-22
March 9 Fifth Sunday in
Lent Pastor Ring s sermon:
"Thomas" - A "First Persm"
Dramatic Monologue based
upon John 20:24-28 and
other scriptures

Staff Meeting
February 22, 9 am in the
Lilorary

Parents’ Night Out
February 22, 6 pm

(Breakfast (Burritos

February 24, after 1st serv-
ice, through ocut Sunday
School, and before 2nd
service
@re~C0nﬁrmaﬁon (Bcgins
February 24, 9:45 am in the

pastar s fie

Mssion Movie
February 25, 6 pm A Man
Named Peter in the
Friendship Center

Martha Circle
February 26, 1:15 pm at
the home of Fran Ring--226
Venado

Safe Sanctuaries Gyraining
February 26, 5:30 pm in the
Friendship Center

Create & )iscover

February 26, 7 pm at the
home of Fran Ring--226
Venado

Newspaper articles due

February 27
Ohe Way
March 1, 7 am in the
Friendship Center
Church Council
March 2, 7 pm in the
Friendship Center
UMW Exec Poard
March 3, 1 pm in the
Lilrary

Emmaus Community
March 3, 6 pm, potluck din-
rer in Fellowship Hall fol -
lowed by business meeting
arnd worship in the
Friendship Center

Sister to Sister
March 4, 12 noon in the
Friendship Center

Orustees
March 4, 6 pm in the
Lilrary

Disciple I
March 4, 6:30 pm in the
Friendship Center

Paylight Savings Hime
March 8, Saturday night--
clocks spring forward ane
hour

Create & iscover
March 13, 7 pm in the Mid-
High Room

City-Wide Prayer ()igil
March 14, 6 pm through 6
am on March 15 in the
Sanctuary

Mark Your Calendars--Special (Cvents of Holy Week

Palm Sunday
Services

Sunday, March léth (hildren s Palm Processional at both am Worship

Holy Thursday Thursday, March 20th Passover Seder doservance begins at 6 pm in Fellowship

Good Friday

Friday, March 21st

Holy Week Calendar

Hll

Tenebrae Service of Darkness begins at 7 pm in the
Sanctuary

Faster Sunday, March 23rd Ecumenical

Sunrise Worship begins at 6:30 am at Ashley
Pond

Pastor Ring will preach at Nomel worship service times at



