Church Families to pray for this week:

Nathaniel & Celina Morgan Tommy & Shelley Morris

John & Linda Nash & Family Phillip Ortega & Norma Covington & Family
Valarie Prestwood Carol Pyburn

Kay Reiswig Joe Reynolds

Things I'd like to remember from today’s service:




Weekly Scripture Readings
August 24, 2025

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, instructed us to “stay in
love with God” by worshipping, studying scripture, attending Communion, fasting
and through public and private prayers. In order to help facilitate daily scripture
reading and prayer, this insert contains readings for each day as well as a prayer
for the week. The scriptures from Monday through Wednesday reference the
readings for the prior Sunday, and Thursday through Saturday reference the
scriptures for the following Sunday. We hope that these daily scripture readings
and prayer will help you to deepen your relationship with God as we seek to live
into our call to be disciples of Christ.

Exodus 12:1-14 (NRSVUE)

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month shall mark for
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be
without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the
goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in
which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it
roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it
raw or boiled in water but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner
organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains
until the morning you shall burn with fire. This is how you shall eat it: your loins
girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LoRrD. I will pass through the land of Egypt that
night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human to
animal, and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. The
blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood,
I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of

Egypt.

“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.



Matthew 18:15-20 (NRSVUE)

Jesus said, “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that

one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that
every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If that
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax

collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there
among them.”

Romans 13:8-14 (NRSVUE)

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you
shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the
law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light; let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

Psalm 149 (NRSVUE)
Praise the LoRD!
Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the faithful.
Let Israel be glad in its Maker;
let the children of Zion rejoice in their King.
Let them praise his name with dancing,
making melody to him with tambourine and lyre.
For the LORD takes pleasure in his people;
he adorns the humble with victory.
Let the faithful exult in glory;
let them sing for joy on their couches.
Let the high praises of God be in their throats



and two-edged swords in their hands,
to execute vengeance on the nations
and punishment on the peoples,
to bind their kings with fetters
and their nobles with chains of iron,
to execute on them the judgment decreed.
This is glory for all his faithful ones.
Praise the LORD!

Daily Scripture Readings

Monday, August 25 Tuesday, August 26
Psalm 121 Psalm 121

Exodus 12:14-28 Exodus 12:29-42

1 Peter 2:11-17 Romans 13:1-7
Wednesday, August 27 Thursday, August 28
Psalm 121 Psalm 114

Exodus 12:43-13:2 Exodus 13:3-16
Matthew 21:18-22 1 John 3:11-16
Friday, August 29 Saturday, August 30
Psalm 114 Psalm 114

Exodus 13:17-22 Exodus 14:1-9

Acts 7:9-16 Matthew 6:7-15

Prayer for the week: God of freedom, you brought your people out of slavery
with a mighty hand. Deliver us from our captivity to pride and indifference to the
needs and gifts of others, that we may be ready to love as you have loved us, and
to give even as we have received. Amen.

Next Sunday: The scripture readings for Sunday, August 31, are Exodus 14:10-
31; Psalm 114; Romans 14:1-12 and Matthew 18:21-35. Next week's message,
"On Dry Ground" will be on the passage from Exodus. Next week is a
contemporary service.

Questions to help you prepare: Why do you think the people so quickly turn on
Moses? Do they not trust God? What do you make of Moses' statement to them
versus God's immediate correction? Why do you think Israel is described as being
an army? Does that potentially change our understanding? Why or why not? This
is a stretch of violence being committed by God. How does that make you feel?
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