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2025 Advent/Christmas
Schedule of Events

Soup and Son
December 7th @ 5pm

**l essons and Carols **
December 14th @ 10am

Mendenales Drop-Off
December 12th 5:30pm-8:30pm
December 13th 7am - 9am

**Blue Christmas**
December 2Ist @ 6pm

Community Caroling
December 2Ist @ 4pm

**Contemporary Christmas Eve**
December 24th @ 5pm

**Traditional Christmas Eve**
December 24th @ 7pm

#15 Diamond, Los Alamos, NM
**Watch live at lafumc.org
505-662-6277 or office@lafumc.org



Welcome!

This year, rather than purchasing daily devotionals for everyone to use in the season
of Advent, we decided to create our own. While the ones we have used in past years
are good and helpful, they are often disconnected from what is happening each
week in worship. We hope this devotional will make those connections and
therefore deepen our journey through the Advent season as we once again make our
way to the manger in Bethlehem and welcome the Christ child, the Messiah, who
brings good news for all the world.

*If you need an advent wreath, or Advent candles, please contact the church or pick
some up at the back of the sanctuary during worship.

*A digital version of this devotional is also available to share with friends and family.
Scan the code below with your phone camera or visit our website at
www.lafumec.org

If you need a version for a screen reader or for other accessibility needs, please
contact Phillip Ortega at faith@lafumc.org or by calling the church office at 505-662-
6277.



http://www.lafumc.org/
mailto:faith@lafumc.org

¥ What is Advent?

Advent, at least in the Western church, consists of the four Sundays leading up to
Christmas on December 25. And while it is connected to the preparation for the
coming of Christ, Advent literally means “coming”, and, in particular, the
expectation of the second coming, it really doesn’t actually have a lot to do with
Christmas itself. Additionally, Advent has been overtaken culturally by Christmas,
which in America now runs from Thanksgiving until Christmas Day, and then
dramatically stops on the 26th. As someone said, “There isn’t a war on Christmas,
there is a war on Advent.”

The celebration of Christmas officially starts on Christmas Day (or traditionally
Christmas Eve) and then runs for 12 days. The Christmas season ends on Epiphany,
January 6th. This is the traditional day of recognizing the arrival of the Wise Men, and
their giving gifts to Jesus. In many cultures, it is on Epiphany that presents are
exchanged, rather than Christmas Day. This includes Hispanic culture where itis

known as Three Kings Day which consists of special celebrations, including the
eating of a cake known as the Rosca de Reyes.
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Why do we practice Advent?

Advent’s history dates to at least the fourth century, with widespread practice by the
sixth century, and its reasoning is related, again, not to Christmas, but to baptism.

In the early church, the only day people could be baptized was on Easter Sunday.
The process of learning could take several years, but the final 40 days before Easter
were set aside for final preparation for baptism on Easter. Those 40 days became
known as the season of Lent. But, when Christianity became the official religion of
the Roman Empire, the demand for baptisms increased and another date was
needed. That new date was Epiphany, which is why some millennia old baptismal
fonts may have images of the Magi on them.

Like with the season of Lent, this was a time of preparation, fasting and prayer as
new believers prepared for baptism. But, like with Lent, it also developed other
patterns and practices for those already members of the church. One of those was
the adoption of purple, like lent, as the liturgical color representing not only the
royalty of Christ but also the penitential nature of the season. Blue has become
another traditional color for Advent, and the color of our worship paraments. Blue is
the traditional color of Mary and represents royalty. It also represents hope and
anticipation, as well as the dawning of the morning sky for the coming of Christ, the
light of the world. Some simply use blue to differentiate the season from Lent.

The length of Advent has varied over time, from as many as eight weeks to as few as
four, which is the current western practice. The Orthodox, or eastern church, still
practices 40 days of Advent or six Sundays, the same as Lent.



How do we practice Advent?

Besides for special songs for Advent, like O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, or Come
Thou Long Expected Jesus, probably the most prominent feature and practice found
in most churches is the Advent wreath.

Consisting of a circle, representing the completeness of God, or God’s never-ending
love, amongst other symbolism, it is covered in evergreens, a sign of never-ending
life. There are four candles on the outside of the wreath which have come to take on
different meanings over time, but the most common themes are hope, peace, joy
and love, which are the themes for this devotional.

Three of those candles are purple, but one candle is rose, or pink. That is for the
third Sunday, the Sunday of joy. This too follows a Lenten pattern in which the fourth
Sunday of Lent is known as Rose Sunday. A special celebration in a time of
repentance to remember that we can, and should, always have joy because of the
saving actions of Christ. Joy is not happiness, a theme we will explore, for, as Henri
Nouwen said, “Joy is the experience of knowing that you are unconditionally loved
and that nothing — sickness, failure, emotional distress, oppression, war, or even
death - can take that love away.”

The final candle on the wreath is in the center, and it is the white Christ Candle. It is
lit on Christmas Eve, or Christmas Day, and represents the end of the Advent
season. While all candles can be lit for that celebration, following Christmas Day
only the Christ candle is lit because Christ is the fulfillment of our hope, peace, joy
and love, while we also still long for those and proclaim Maranatha, which means
“Come, Lord Jesus, Come”, as we await Christ’s final return.

We encourage you to make the advent candles part of your or your families Advent
practices.* You will find both shorter liturgies for lighting the candles each week, as
well as the longer liturgy we will use in worship each Sunday. We also encourage you
to use the scripture readings and prompts for each day which tie into the themes of
the season as well as our theme for Advent: Christmas is Not Your Birthday.



Blessing the Advent Wreath

Christ came to bring us salvation and has promised to come again. Let us pray that
we may always be ready to welcome him.
R: Come, Lord Jesus.

That the keeping of Advent may open our hearts to God’s love, R

That the light of Christ may penetrate the darkness of sin, R

That this wreath may constantly remind us to prepare for the coming of Christ, R
That the Christmas season may fill us with peace and joy as we strive to follow the
example of Jesus, R

Prayer:

Loving God,

your church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior,

who enlightens our hearts

and dispels the darkness

of ignorance and sin.

Pour forth your blessings upon us

as we light the candles of this wreath.

May their light reflect the splendor of Christ,

who is Lord, for ever and ever. Amen.

Adapted from The Services of the Baptismal Covenant of The United Methodist Church as Revised to Align with the 2008

Book of Discipline and Book of Resolutions,” © 1976, 1980, 1985, 1989, 2009 The United Methodist Publishing House.
Used by permission.



Shorter Weekly Advent Lighting

(Optional Sung Response)

* First verse of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel may also be sung instead

O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel

© Common Domain
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“For darkness shall cover the earth

and thick darkness the peoples,
but the Lord will arise uponyou,

and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.”

Isaiah 60:2-3 (NRSVue)

We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our hope. May the light sent from God
shine in the darkness to show us the way of salvation.

O come, O come, Emmanuel*

(First purple candle is lit)



SECOND SUNDAY

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins.”

Mark 1:4 (NRSVue)

We light this candle as a symbol of the peace of Christ. May the word sent from God
through the prophets lead us to prepare the way in the world for ultimate peace.

O come, O come, Emmanuel*

(First and second purple candle are lit)

“And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”

Isaiah 35:10 (NRSVue)

We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Joy. May the joyful promise of your
presence, O God, make us rejoice in the promise of salvation.

O come, O come, Emmanuel*

(First and second purple candle are lit, and the pink candle is lit)
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“For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders,
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Great will be his authority,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”

Isaiah 9:6-7 (NRSVue)

We light this candle as a symbol of your love for the world, O God, given in your Son.
May these lights burn bright in our souls to make us ready for the coming of Jesus,
our hope, peace and joy.

O come, O come, Emmanuel*

(All four candles are lit)

Adapted from The Services of the Baptismal Covenant of The United Methodist Church as Revised to Align with the 2008
Book of Discipline and Book of Resolutions,” Copyright © 1976, 1980, 1985, 1989, 2009 The United Methodist
Publishing House. Used by permission.



CHRISTMAS EVE/CHRISTMAS DAY

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Luke 2:10-14 (NRSVue)

We light the first four candles in the promise of hope, peace, joy and love.

(Four Advent candles are lit)

In celebration of the greatest gift the world has ever received, Jesus the Christ, we
light the Christ candle, representing the light of Christ overcoming the darkness.
May the light of these candles burn away whatever would present the God of hope,
peace, joy and love from being born among us and proclaiming the good news of
Jesus birth.

Rev. John W. Nash

10



;\\W@W Sunday, November 30th '\’@W"‘
N Hope

Advent Candle Lighting

Reader 1: Today is the first Sunday of Advent, so we prepare to light the first candle
on our Advent wreath: The candle of Hope.

Reader 2: Twenty-five centuries ago, in a time not much different than our own,
when the Israelites had little hope for the future of their country or their people,
when chaos and despair reigned, the Jewish prophets called to God to come to the
people and make things right. They told the people—and us—that a messiah would
come as a new hope in the midst of suffering.

Reader 1: Their prayers were answered with the birth of Jesus, also called
Emmanuel, a Hebrew word which means “God is with us.”

Reader 2: Today begins our Advent journey of waiting for the birth of the one who is
called the Light of the World and the Hope of the Nations.

Reader 1: As we light the candle of Hope we give thanks for the prophets of today
who dare to speak words of hope for liberation, who say “No” to the evil, injustice
and oppression in the world, and who call us to overcome our comfortable fears so
we may let go of faulty ways of thinking and doing, and explore new realms of
unimagined visions of how things could be. To be God's hope to the world.

Reader 2: And so we light the first candle of hope, to see it be a guiding light in this
season of darkness.

(First purple candle is lit)

/4

?I/A@-‘ﬁ\}\;\\ . y/@ 11 Lb,'\;\;\\ v //A”ﬁl-l&\-}\n .



) “\ﬁgﬂ@‘*j Prayer '\4‘@"@? /}

Let us pray:

So many in your world, Holy God,
have lost hope or put their hope
in false promises.

When hunger and war, violence and fear,
hate and injustice surround us,

sometimes it feels you aren’t with us
but are far, far away.

We pray not for you to come into the world,
for you are already here,

but for us to notice and feel your presence
as our Emmanuel.

Enter our hearts to see in new ways
the creative power of hope.

Help us live into your hope

so we may be your light

shining in the dark places of our world.

We pray this in the name of the one
who was born in Bethlehem
and whose return we await. Amen.

© 2011 by David J. Huber, all rights reserved. pcucc.com, altered.

\’
) y/@ lﬁ#i\\\ 9 1/4\-4@ 12 Q);\..\\ 9 y/ﬂl Jﬁ& \;:



S\W%}y Scripture Readings ’\’*\‘WYW"
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Prophetic Reading
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall
stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain
of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and
that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate

for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn
war anymore. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Isaiah 2:1-5 (NRSVue)
Gospel Reading

[Jesus said] “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. For as in the days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one

. will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one

‘Q will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is

coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of

the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let

his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is

coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Matthew 24:36-44 (NRSVue)
%
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Giving Up on Perfect

'\;\,

e \What are some of the expectations that we have for the holiday season? Why?
e Are they helpful or harmful?

o \What are the expectations that others have of us for the season?

e Are they helpful or harmful?

e Doyou, or someone else, think that the season has to be perfect? Why?

y s

¢ What are the outcomes of that expectation?

o Do expectations of this season weigh on you? Why or why not?

e What can we do to eliminate negative expectations?

e What can we do to set new expectations?

o [f we had no expectations, no traditions, no preconceived notions of what “has to
happen” and you could do anything you wanted for Christmas, and the whole
season, what would it be?

e What keeps you from doing that?

Questions: Hope

e What does hope mean to you?

e When have you needed hope the most?
e Have you ever lost hope?

e Whatis the hope you find in your faith?
e Inthis season? In others?

e How does hope make you feel?

e How canyou be hope to the world in this coming year?

Q/!
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'\\W@ Monday, December 1 \@1‘@ 7 il

From the Root of Jesse

Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in
him the gentiles shall hope.”

f May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
l,K abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
4

Romans 15:12b-13 (NRSVue)

Devotion
One of the things we hold on to in the season of Advent, just as the people did in the
time leading to the birth of Jesus, is the promises that God held out for the people.
That the line of David, Jesse’s grandson, would not end; the Messiah would come to
redeem this royal lineage and the people. That the Messiah would not only save us
but give us hope.

Questions

e Consider how the generations before Jesus thought of this promise. Do you think
they ever despaired or thought it would never happen?

e How is their reality different or the same from our own?

e We talk about lots of different characteristics of God, God of love, creation,
redeemer, rock, fortress, light, what does it mean that hope is given here as an
attribute of God?

e |f Godis hope, from where then does our hope come? What do we need to do
when we lose hope?

e How do the other themes of Advent then flow from claiming our hope in Christ?

e Does the expectation of perfection keep us from finding this hope? Why or why

not?

s
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Faith of Our Ancestors ‘

S

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

Hebrews 11:1 (NRSVue)

Devotion
Hebrews 11 begins a long list of celebrating those in the faith for what they did in
faith. You are encouraged to read through the list of those who lived in faith,
representing the great cloud of witnesses that set the path before us. But it begins
with the fact that their faith begins not in what can be seen, or proven, but in the

1Bt Z S

things hoped for.

Questions

e What does it mean to hope for something? How do we hope for it? Is it merely a
mental exercise or something more, something deeper?

e Does hoping on faith take us into an even deeper understanding or practice? Why
or why not?

e How can we possibly ever have assurance in things if they are only hoped for?

e Forthe saints we celebrate, either in Hebrews 11, or the ones we have known,
how did they live out both this assurance and hope together? How can we do the
same?

e They say that perfection is the enemy of the good, how can that apply to our faith
lives?

W
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"\'@@ Wednesday, December 3 \@v@f"'

Patience

For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seenis not hope, for who hopes for
what one already sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

i

Romans 8:24-25 (NRSVue)

AN

Devotion
This passage, part of a larger exposition about the gifts of God through Christ, might
be one of Paul’s most famous words about hope. It builds upon yesterday’s passage
from Hebrews about the assurance of things hoped for, because, as Paul says, who
hopes for what is seen.

Questions

e How does the unknownness, unseenness, of hope impact our understanding of
hope?

e Does this understanding modify what you might have said about the assuredness
of hope? Why or why not?

e While it might be a virtue, patience can be hard to have, especially in difficult
times, or when we desperately need hope. What do you to practice patience?
How do you reclaim it if you have lost it? How do you help others be patient?

e [fyou have seen something happen, does that mean we have to stop hoping?

Why or why not?

What does it mean that we are saved in hope? How is hope the DNA of salvation?

o
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‘\W‘H@ Thursday, December 4 '\-’\zywﬂz
The Anchor 4

We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the
inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has
entered, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

Hebrews 6:19-20 (NRSVue)

Devotion
One of the claims that the author of Hebrews makes, building off of the themes
begun in Exodus surrounding sin and sacrifice, is that Jesus is our high priest who
makes an offering that is good for all times because he is without sin, unlike Aaron
and Moses. And so, the promises made to Abraham pass on to us even more
strongly because of the saving actions of Jesus. In this imagery Christ then is our
hope, and Christ is the savior, who enters the Holy of Holies, as the high priest to
make his sacrifice on our behalf.

Questions

e On Monday we thought about what it means for God to be hope. What does it
mean for us that Christ not just gives hope but also is hope?

e There is a strong imagery given here that this hope is the anchor of our soul. What
does that mean to you? Does that imagery work for you? Give you hope?

e What are the strengths of having an anchor? Are there potential pitfalls to the
anchor imagery? What are they and can you overcome those, or put a different ,:
spin onthem?

e How might Jesus being our high priest give us a different understanding of the
hope that Christ offers?

e What emotions does Christ as hope engender in you?

Y
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;\\’\I\g f‘%‘/‘? Friday, December 5 '\’Wwﬂ

N Justification

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we
stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but
we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not
put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

Romans 5:1-5 (NRSVue)

Devotion
This passage is one of the most important in the Protestant tradition in Paul’s claim
that we are saved by faith alone, rather than by anything we do. That is part of the gift
of Christin giving us God’s mercy and love, from which we cannot be separated. And
yet, we probably do not think about this claim of salvation also being wrapped up in
the idea of hope and its gift to us through the Spirit, but Paul says it is that very heart
of the matter.

Questions

e What does Paul mean that we boast in our hope? Is boasting a good thing or a bad
thing? Why? Are there exceptions to thatidea?

e Do you find comfort in Paul’s iteration about what afflictions lead to, or does it
make you uneasy? Why?

e Why do you think that Paul puts hope at the end of the list, versus something
else? Is hope the most important of these things? Why or why not?

e What does it mean that hope “does not put us to shame” (or does not disappoint
in some other translations)? What hope do you find in that idea?

A4 e How are hope and love tied together in what Christ has done for us?

%
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“@fﬁ?‘i’i Saturday, December 6 \ﬂ"ﬁﬂw@,‘fﬂj

Resurrection 4

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept
in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

1 Peter 1:3-6 (NRSVue)

Devotion
This passage serves as the introduction to the letter, and a celebration of the faith of
the five churches, or areas, to which the letter is being addressed. This is the first
time this week that hope has been tied up in the resurrection of Jesus and the
inheritance that is given to us as heirs of the faith because of the actions of Christ.

Questions

e How does this claim still speak to us in our time and place?

e What role does Peter’s claim that this is a living hope play in contrast to death and
resurrection?

e This hope is also connected to the new birth that we are given through the waters
of baptism, or how we are made a new creation. How do you connect this gift of
hope with the gift of new life in baptism?

e What role does hope play in our faith as we think about life, death and
resurrection?

e How does this hope protect us?

e After thinking about and discussing hope for a week, what new insights have you
gained? What ideas might you have had reinforced? How we will live in hope, or

put on hope as Paulin 1 Thessalonians instructs?

3
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Sunday, December 7

Peace

Advent Candle Lighting

Reader 1: We began Advent last Sunday by lighting the first candle, the candle of
Hope. We light it again today to remind us that Christ is coming to fulfill God’s
promises.

(First purple candle is lit)

Reader 2: Today we light the second candle, the candle of Peace. The prophet Isaiah
said, “Comfort, comfort my people” to a nation anxious about invasion and exile, as
he foretold the coming of the Prince of Peace. Our world is still filled with violence
and abuse, where families are torn apart by war and children are used as soldiers.
Isaiah’s word to turn our swords into ploughshares and to learn war no more,
continue to speak to us that Jesus will bring us to an everlasting peace.

Reader 1: Mary and Joseph found no room in the inn to give birth to Jesus, but we
can heed John the Baptist’s command to make room in our hearts. Wherever there
is war or mistrust between peoples, families, or our own hearts, God is present and
leading us to imagine new ways of living in peace.

Reader 2: Christ is our only hope, and our peace is found through him. We light the
first candle embracing hope, and light the second candle to remind us of Jesus’ life-
giving peace to all who trust in him. We light it in honor of those who live the Gospel
truth that war does not make one great: The peace workers who risk much so that
others may live free of fear.

(Second purple candle is lit)

21



Prayer

Let us pray:

We’re in trouble, Holy God.

So many in the world

do not know peace in their countries

or in their hearts.

We use weapons of steel

and barbed tongues

to wound one another.

Hatred and fear

still run rampant in the world

causing us to see others not as neighbors

but as enemies, as people to fear.

We seek balm for our restless hearts

in things that only make us more wounded.
Open our hearts to Jesus

so, we may have the peace

of his holy presence

and live it in our unpeaceful world.

Save us from outside violence and inner turmoil.
We need you. Come, peaceful God, come. Amen.

© 2011 by David J. Huber, all rights reserved. pcucc.com, altered.
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Scripture Readings

Prophetic Reading

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

or decide by what his ears hear,
but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

23



Scripture Readings

The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Isaiah 11:1-10 (NRSVue)

24



Scripture Readings

Gospel Reading

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.””

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River
Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming

wrath? Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor, for | tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown
into the fire.

“l baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more
powerful than I, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”

Matthew 3:1-12 (NRSVue)
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Questions
Expect a Miracle

What is your definition of a miracle?

How did you come up with that definition? (others, personal experience, etc.)
Some say that we live in a post-miracle world. Do you think that’s true? Why or
why not?

How does your definition of a miracle impact that answer?

If you were to see a miracle this season, what would you want it to be?

How can we help bring miracles into the world?

How can we experience the miracles around us?

Questions: Peace

Often the definition of peace is the absence of violence or war. But, is that an
accurate definition? Why or why not?

What might be a more positive connotation of peace?

What are some different ways we can practice peace, or be at peace?

To be at peace with others, we must first be at peace with ourselves. How do we
do that?

How do we accept the peace of Christ into our lives?
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Monday, December 8
Peace on Earth

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Luke 2: 13-14 (NRSVue)

Devotional
After the announcement of the birth of Jesus is made to the shepherds in the field,
the heavenly host makes this proclamation. This too is part of the good news
proclaimed of Jesus’ birth. It’s not just that the Messiah has come, but what he will
bring to the world, which includes the peace of God.

Questions
e What do you think this peace is that is announced here?
e Why do you think it says that the peace is found among rather than in those whom
God favors?
e Whom is it that God favors? Why do you say that?
e Why s it that before the announcement of peace they give glory to God?
e What role does peace play in the Christmas story?

e Could we consider this peace a miracle? Why or why not?
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Tuesday, December 9

Blessings

[Jesus said] “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”

Matthew 5:9 (NRSVue)

Devotional
To be a peacemaker is to desire more than just to see or have peace. To be a
peacemaker is to actively seek it out, to bring peace between people who are
fighting. It means engaging with conflict, even if we want to avoid conflict at all
costs, sometimes because it breaks our own peace. But, being a peacemaker is to
bring the work of the Kingdom of God into the world, for God’s will to be done on
earth asitisin heaven.

Questions
e Why do you think peacemakers will be called “children of God”?
e How might we learn to “study war no more”?
e What would it mean/does it mean for you to be a peacemaker?
e What are the downsides of being a peacemaker?
e What are the positives of being a peacemaker?
e How might you seek to bring more peace in the coming year?
e |sthere a sense that comes with being a peacemaker? Why or why not?
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Wednesday, December 10

The Sword

[Jesus said] “Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not
come to bring peace but a sword.”

Matthew 10:34 (NRSVue)

Devotional
This might be one of the more controversial, and maybe most avoided, statements
of Jesus. And yet, what Jesus understood was that his word was like a sword to
pierce the heart, as Hebrews says. To truly follow Christ, of offering love to all,
turning the other cheek, being a peacemaker, giving to all who beg, will have
consequences. Not everyone will like it and may strike back, and even try and stop
you. Living in peace does not mean being milquetoast. Being a disciple calls for us
to stand up for what is true regardless of the consequences; “For what will it profit
someone to gain the whole world, but lose their soul?”

Questions

e Whatis your interpretation of Jesus’ statement?

e [sJesus calling for people to take up the sword, or is that only metaphorical?

e What did Jesus come into the world for?

e How might peace work into Jesus’ overall mission?

e Ecclesiastes says that there is a time for war and a time for peace. Do you think
that’s true? Why or why not? How might that passage fit into this statement?

e [sthis a passage that challenges you and so you revel in its implications, or do
you try and avoid it? Why?

e How does this challenge make you feel?
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Thursday, December 11
Dependent on Us

If itis possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

Romans 12:18 (NRSVue)

Devotional
When someone hurts us, it’s a natural inclination to want to strike back or get even.
But, the path of discipleship is the narrow road, the hard one to take. Paul is giving
instruction on how to live, with the injunction just before this not to repay evil for
evil. It’s a reminder that we can control what we do and how we act and how we
react. And so, our callis to be at peace with others, even if they might not want to be
at peace with us. That might be a miracle indeed.

Questions
e When mightit not be possible to live peaceably?
e How do we react to things that are out of our control, including others’ behavior?
e What does it mean to live peaceably with all?
e Do you think you can always carry that task out? Why or why not?
e What are some of things that we can control to try and be worthy to the call to
which we have been called?

e What would it look and feel like if we lived at peace with others?
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Friday, December 12

Fruit

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control

Galatians 5:22-23a (NRSVue)

Devotional
We have covered this before, but these often get talked about as being the fruits of
the Spirit. But, instead they are fruit, singular. That means these are all connected.
The same might be true for our Advent themes as well. Rather than striving for each
individually, we should strive for all of them. What we will find is that when we are
joyful, it’s easier to be at peace, and when we are at peace it’s easier to have hope,
and when we love it’s easier to do all of these things.

Questions

e |s this list exhaustive of the fruit the Spirit delivers? If so, why? If not, what else
could be included?

e Are these fruit self-focused or other-focused? What does that mean for their
practice?

e How do we know if we have these fruit?

e What does it feel like to experience the fruit?

o Afew verses later, Paul will say not to use these fruit to compete against others.
Why do you think that injunction is given?

e How does the Spirit guide us to find, or claim, these fruit?
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Saturday, December 13

Beyond Understanding

Rejoice in the Lord always; again, | will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to

God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:4-7 (NRSVue)

Devotional
While we are to seek peace, and to live it out, that peace is not dependent upon us
for its existence. That peace is in God and comes from God, and when we seek to
live a life of discipleship, rejoicing, praying, giving thanks, and talking to God every
day, then that peace is easier to find. When we are not feeling at ease, when chaos
feels like it is overcoming us, the answer is to turn back to God and seek out the only
peace that can truly bring healing and calm.

Questions
e [t says this peace surpasses all understanding. How do you interpret that
statement?
e How do we come to know this peace of God, even if we can only know it in part?
e How does this peace guard our hearts and minds?
e Have you ever felt that guarding in your life, or witnessed it in others?
e How do we seek out this peace and make it our own?
e What relationship does this peace have with God’s miracles?
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\_ Sunday, December 14
) Joy

Advent Candle Lighting

Reader 1: We have lit the candles of Hope and Peace, and relight them now to
remind us that our hope is in Christ and that he will come again to bring peace to the
world.

(First two purple candles are lit)

Reader 2: Today begins the third week in our Advent journey, and so we light the
third candle, the candle of Joy. In ancient times, the prophet Isaiah said, “The people
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined.” Many suffer from despair, grief, anxiety, loss
and general holiday blues. Others experience only the dark side of human nature.
Christ’s light has power to overcome all dark places in our society and our souls.

Reader 1: The Psalmist tells us to “make a joyful noise to the LORD, for the Lord is
God who made us and whose we are, whose steadfast loves endures forever and
faithfulness to all generations.”

Reader 2: Now we light the third candle, the candle of Joy, as we remember the
angel’s words to the shepherds, “Do not be afraid. | am bringing you good news of
great joy for all people.” We light it so that all who reap blue harvests from seeds of
sadness may know the joy of Jesus Christ. We light it in honor of those who show us
the joy of following Christ.

(Pink candle is lit)




Prayer

Let us pray:

God of Good News,

as we await your coming

we give you thanks

for the joy we have in Christ Jesus
for as the Psalmist

says weeping and sorrow may linger for the night
but joy comes in the morning.
May all who seek such joy

find it in the gift of Christ.

For all who have

ceased to believe in its possibility,
may you work through us

to show your joy already present.
Come, God of Joy, come. Amen.

© 2011 by David J. Huber, all rights reserved. pcucc.com, altered.




\_ Scripture Reading

Itis good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High,
to declare your steadfast love in the morning
and your faithfulness by night,
to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.
For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work;
at the works of your hands | sing for joy.

How great are your works, O Lord!

Your thoughts are very deep!
The dullard cannot know;
the stupid cannot understand this:
though the wicked sprout like grass
and all evildoers flourish,
they are doomed to destruction forever,
butyou, O Lord, are on high forever.
For your enemies, O Lord,
for your enemies shall perish;
all evildoers shall be scattered.

Psalm 92:1-9 (NRSVue)




Questions: - W

Lesson and Carols

On your body, where do you feel happy when you feel happiness?

What about sad, mad, or anger? Stress, anxiety, or loneliness?

Where does the feeling of Joy land on your body? Is it different or similar to
happiness?

Does The Joy of The Lord feel different?

How are Joy and Gratitude connected for you?

Questions: Joy

We are all created to have a multitude of emotions and extremely rarely are
experiencing a singular emotion.

Do you have a memory of Joy and another emotion?

How many can experiences can you recall that were with complementary
emotions vs counter? Joy and happiness? Joy and sadness? Joy and excitement?
Joy and grief?




Qﬂ Monday, December 15
p The Darkness of Night

Weeping may linger for the night,
but joy comes with the morning.

Psalm 30:5 (NRSVue)

Devotional
One of the things | will say at memorial services, especially in later winter or early
spring, is that we can enjoy spring more, it means more, because we have passed
through winter. Similarly, we need light most in the darkness, hope most in despair,
joy mostin sorrow. And yet, as tomorrow’s reading will remind us, joy is not an
exclusive feeling. We can experience joy with any emotion, because joy is about
knowing that we are loved and beloved.

Questions

e When have you been most surprised to experience joy?

e Have you had an experience like that that the Psalmist describes? What was it
like?

e Joyis sometimes like hope, that we have to keep searching for it. How do you look
for joy when you need it most?

e What does it feel like to have joy, even when we may be experiencing sorrow or
even pain?




Tuesday, December 16 m
Complex Emotions 4

So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples.

Matthew 28:8 (NRSVue)

Devotional
What is striking about this passage is the juxtaposition of these two emotions: fear
and joy. It doesn’t seem like they can, or should, go together. And yet, here they are. |
remember the first time | was thinking about these two emotions, and realized that |
have had them at the same time too. It was at the birth of our children. Fear and joy
abiding together, and perhaps that is appropriate for this Advent season about
welcoming a child into the world.

Questions
e Have you ever experienced fear and joy at the same time? What was the
situation?
e Have you ever had joy and any other emotions combined?
e How do we hold these possibly conflicting emotions in tension with each other?
e How are the experiences of Easter and Christmas connected?




O_ Wednesday, December 17
p Good News

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.”

Luke 2:8-12 (NRSVue)

Devotional
It seems totally appropriate that the shepherds would be terrified by this
experience. | wonder how long it took for their terror to turn into something else,
perhaps wonder or awe? And what the angels proclaim is not just joy, but it is GREAT
joy. And itis great joy not just for the shepherds, not just for all the people, but even
for the angels themselves. This babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lyingin a
manger was to be, and is, celebrated everywhere in joy.

Questions

e What do you think your experience would have been like if you had been one of
these shepherds?

e Do you think joy would have been an emotion you got to in this experience? Why
or why not?

e What do imagine the angels understood of this news that made it great?

e Do you think you would have followed the angel’s Instruction and gone to
Bethlehem? Why or why not?




Thursday, December 18 _</
The Will of God 4

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NRSVue)

Devotional
I’m not sure we always make the connection between rejoicing, and being filled with
joy, but they are obviously connected. And knowing that we can always have joy,
then rejoicing always can be something we can do. And, it can be connected that
even if our prayers are ones of despair and supplication we can still rejoice with God
for God’s love. And then Paul adds one more piece to this injunction, and that is not
justthat this is a good idea, to rejoice, pray and give thanks, always, but it is the very
will of God for us.

Questions
e When you think about doing “the will of God” does this passage come to your
mind? Why or why not?
e What would it look like in your life if you were to follow this injunction “always”?
e What are the things that keep you, or could keep you, from doing these things?
e How do you work to rejoice or give thanks even in the worst situations in our lives?
e What sensations does rejoicing, praying and giving thanks give you?




O_ Friday, December 19
Running the Race

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne
of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2(NRSVue)

Devotional
This passage comes immediately after the author of Hebrews has given thanks for
those who have stepped out in faith, a powerful witness. This is the cloud of
withesses, amongst many others, that we are to follow, who demonstrate the race
that is set before us, as we seek to follow Christ. But, then comes the change to
understand that Jesus undertook his task with joy, even though it could bring shame
and suffering. The good news that he brings, and the great joy it represents, allowed
him to take that on for our sake.

Questions
e What are some things you have been able to do “by faith”?
e Whatis your understanding of the race that is before us?
e How do we persevere in that race?
e Didyou everimagine Jesus doing his ministry for “the sake of joy”? Why or why
not?

e How should we approach our race with that same joy?




Saturday, December 20 m
GO...

For you shall go outin joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Isaiah 55:12 (NRSVue)

Devotional
If on Thursday we were rejoicing always, this joy seems to take it up another notch
with this evocative image not just of what we are doing, but the whole of creation is
rejoicing. The mountains break forth in song and the trees of the fields clap their
hands. What a scene! And what is the creation celebrating? The promise of the
coming Messiah, in the line of David, and that the Word of God shall accomplish all
these things. So rejoice! Sing and clap for joy, for the Messiah has come, and shall
come again.

Questions

e What do you imagine when you picture this celebration taking place? What does
it sound like? What does it look like? What does it smell like? What does it feel
like?

e [t says that we shall go out with joy, but be led back in peace? How are those two
things connected?

e [sitthe same peace we looked at last week, or different? Why or why not?

e How do we make sure that the good news that is for all people, is also good news
for all the creation?
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Love

Advent Candle Lighting

Reader 1: On our journey to Christmas we have lit the candles of Hope, Peace, and
Joy on our Advent Wreath. We relight them now to remind us of the hope that Christ
will come again, bringing everlasting peace and joy.

(First two purple and pink candles are lit)

Reader 2: This is the fourth Sunday of Advent so we light the last candle, the candle
of Love. To a world of empires and despots, war and apathy, hatred and division, we
proclaim that love is strong enough to overcome all evil and that compassion is
more powerful than fear.

Reader 1: The angel Gabriel reassured Mary that “nothing will be impossible with
God.” The power of love is the power to overcome what we think is impossible. Love
tells us God doesn’t want our excuses for why we dare not try, but our faithfulness to
do.

Reader 2: As we light the candle of Love, we remember that God so loves this world
that he sent his only son, Jesus, to save us. We do so in honor of those who have
shown us how to love even when doing so is not convenient or sensible. We
remember those who show us that compassion— unconditional love—is central to
a Christian’s life.

(fourth candle is lit)
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Let us pray: \~
All-loving God, %
break into our world and our hearts again. {
May the fire from these candles hN
burn away whatever would prevent £
your love from being born in us. /

Magnify your love in us
until it overflows to our neighbors.

oot J
A=

Renew our faith to relive

the wonder of your love.

Prepare our hearts

to be transformed by you

that we may shine

the light of your compassionate love.
Come, God of Love, come. Amen.

© 2011 by David J. Huber, all rights reserved. pcucc.com, altered.

Eh S

6~

\..
e

i

3,’.‘\

i

6t

LX) /

B

J

o Mg — ) Mg e N N NN
N \}.\)\)\/ U6 \,\)\,\/ X 44 \;_{l"{/:_/ I g :f\/l@- Y S

i iy s fifs



e
L

W) g

\ =

e

s L
oy

W\

e N

e

Q_~v~_,

2yl

. L~ I “\\‘\g:

2

Ny @~

=l

&

™.

O

e

y<“ o

T

=l W Az

A S SN Scripture Readings N NCE N
/z,s-

Prophetic Reading

Again, the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep
as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “l will not ask, and | will not put

the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for
you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? Therefore, the Lord himself will
give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall
name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the
evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be
deserted.

Isaiah 7:10-16 (NRSVue)
Gospel Reading

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to
fulfillwhat had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital relations
with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSVue)
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A Scandalous Love

e What do you think of when you hear about a scandalous love?

e Who gets to decide if something is scandalous or not? Why do they get that
power? Do people in love believe its scandalous? Why or why not?

e Have you ever been in or witnessed a relationship that was considered
scandalous? What was the outcome of that?

e What does it mean to say that God’s love is scandalous?

e How is that scandalous love beneficial for us? For all of creation?

Questions: Love

e How would you define love?

e How do you know love?

e How doyou see love?

e There are several words in Greek for love. One is philia, which is love in friendship,
think Philadelphia, the city of brotherly love. Then there is storge, which is love in
a family, often from a parent to a child. And finally is agape, which is sacrificial
and unconditional love. Agape is usually the word used to describe God’s love,
but are there other meanings of love that you might also apply to God’s love for
humanity? Why or why not?

e What does it mean for us that God’s love in unending? Does that reality
fundamentally change what it means to be loved? To be in love?

e Howis God’s love most apparent to you in your life?
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Loveis...

If I speakin the tongues of humans and of angels but do not have love, | am a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. ... and if | have all faith so as to remove mountains but do
not have love, | am nothing. If | give away all my possessions... but do not have love, |
gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or

arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no
record of wrongs; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends...
And now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is love

1 Corinthians 13 (NRSVue)

Devotional
This might be one the most famous passages in the Bible, certainly in the letters of
Paul. It is one that we hear often and therefore can miss some of what it says
because of its familiarity. Go back and read it again looking for new things, new
ideas, something you’ve missed in the past, or hear it as if hearing it for the first
time. One thing to keep in mind as we contemplate this vision of love is that Paul is
writing this as a rebuke of the church in Corinth. They appear to have a hierarchy of
spiritual gifts so that some are better than others, as well as lots of disagreements
amongst themselves. Keep that idea of the purpose in mind for why Paul says these
things are you contemplate answers to our daily questions.

Questions
e Does viewing this injunction on love as a corrective action change your
understanding of it? Why or why not?
e Does this explication of love match your idea of love? Why or why not?
e How do we understand love’s overarching power as an action in ours and other’s
lives?
e How does a scandalous love work with this understanding of love?
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Greatest Commandment

[Jesus said] to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a
second is just like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

Matthew 22:37, 39 (NRSVue)

Devotional
When the lawyer in Matthew asks Jesus, what is the greatest commandment, in
order to test him, he might have expected the first, about loving God, but more than
likely did not expect the second. These commandments take a unique change on
the law. There are two opposing visions of God: One says “get it right, or I’ll punish
you, maybe even forever.” The second says “l love you, come be a part of my love.”
Those visions are not compatible, and Jesus’ claim about the most important
commandment leads us to the second vision.

Questions

e When we choose to live in love, we will inevitably end up breaking some rules.
Why? What scandals can that love cause?

e How do you understand the command to love your neighbor as yourself?

e Does one of these commandments take priority over the other? Why or why not?

e There are still lots of arguments about what laws we have to follow and which are
obsolete. But, this interchange seems to make those arguments mute. Why do we
still have these arguments?

e Have you believed in the God who is out to get you to punish you? How did you
switch to the second vision? And if you still hold on to the punishment God, what
does that vision give you?
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Sunday, December 24th

Christmas Eve/Day

Advent Candle Lighting

Reader 1: On the first Sunday of Advent we lit the first candle, the candle of hope.
May this light shine into the shadows of hunger, injustice, poverty, injustice, hate
and fear, bringing hope to those who need it the most in the world.

(First purple candle is lit)

Reader 2: On the second Sunday of Advent we lit the second candle, the candle of
peace. Peace is more than just an absence of war or violence, it is a way of being
and acting in the world, that begins with peace in our hearts. May this light shine
forth to bring peace and peacemakers into the world.

(Second purple candle is lit)

Reader 1: On the third Sunday of Advent, we lit the third candle, the pink candle,
representing joy. The Psalmist says that while weeping may linger for the night, that
joy comes in the morning. We light this candle representing the dawn of the light of
Christmas which is good news of great joy for all the world.

(Pink candle is lit)
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Reader 2: On the fourth Sunday of Advent, we lit the final candle representing love.
God is love, and because of that love, God sent us Jesus not to condemn us, but to
redeem us, to heal us, to save us, and because of this gift there is nothing which can
separate us from the love of God. And so we complete our Advent journey by shining
the light of love into the world.

(Fourth candle is lit)

Reader 2: And tonight, to celebrate the birth of our Savior and Messiah, we light the
Christ candle. The prophet Isaiah wrote “Those who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; those who lived in a land of darkness on them light has shined... fora
child has been born for us, a son is given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders
and he is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.” This light represents Christ who is the light of the world, and his light shines
even into the darkest corners in the world, and it shines the hope, peace, joy and
love of God into our hearts, minds and souls.

(Christ Candle is lit)
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Wi Prayer
268

Leader: Together let us pray:

O God our creator,

O Christ our redeemer,

O Spirit our comforter,

we come on this holiest of nights

to gather together to hear and proclaim
the good news that the angels pronounce.
A news that shatters the darkness of this night
and bathes it and the world in light.

May these candles be that same light

to overwhelm the world

in goodness, love and mercy;

and may those acts start with us,

in being witnesses, in being the light,

to the world and all we meet.

Amen.
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Wednesday, December 24
God is Love

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God... Whoever does not love
does not know God, for God is love... No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us... God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God... There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever
fears has not reached perfection in love... Those who say, “l love God,” and hate a
brother or sister are liars, for those who do not love a brother or sister, whom they
have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. The commandment we have
from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

1 John 4:7-21 (NRSVue)

Devotional
This passage contains one of the most famous lines from the letters of John: God is
love. And because God first loved us, we too are then to love others. That love can
be truly scandalous since there is no room for making some “the other.” Making that
distinction would then either fall into hate, or into fear, neither of which are
compatible with love. But, we might also remember that the opposite of love is not
hate, but indifference. Indifference leads us to not caring and not acting, but love
leads into the world to love others, not by what we say, but by what we do.

Questions
e Inweek one we looked at the idea that God is hope. What does it mean that God
is love?
e How does fear lead us away from love?
e How can we know that God is abiding in us?

e How can we make sure that we are always abiding in God?
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Thursday, December 25

Merry Christmas

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son
into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved
through him.

John 3:16-17

Devotional
If you are watching any sporting events today, you will more than likely see someone
holding up a sign that says John 3:16 on it. Perhaps that might be very appropriate
for this day. But, as we conclude this Advent journey, and end with love, we should
remember the second part of this verse just as much as the first. God loved the
world not to condemn it but to redeem it, to save it through the gift of Jesus, the
Messiah, the incarnation, our Emmanuel. May this first day of Christmas be a joyous
one, full of hope, peace and love, and set us up for the celebration that leads us into
the New Year.

Questions
e What will you take away from this Advent journey?
¢ Inthe movie Elf, which we watched in our Christmas in July series, one of the
Codes of the Elves is to treat every day like it’s Christmas. How will you carry the
ideas of this day, of welcoming the Christ child, and God coming into the world,
with you every day?
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